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14 April 2020 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Subsequent to my letter dated 30 March 2020 in which I gave details regarding the School’s plan of action 

during the lockdown period, I have been made aware of some of the feedback from parents regarding our 

current plan of action. We have considered various ways of implementing constructive learning for our 

learners and are utilizing the simplest and most cost effective way of providing learners with work. We need 

to take special care that we do not approach our method of home-based teaching from a privileged point of 

view; we are first and foremost a church school and a sizeable slice of our learners do not have access to 

uncapped wifi at home; we will thus not put further financial strain on homes already struggling and make 

them feel obligated to buy costly data.  

 

As a Christian school we would like to implore our parents, especially those who have privilege, to think of 

those learners who do not have access to all the technology which you have access to. Please don’t expect 

us to leave these learners behind in the learning curve. 

 

I recognise that many of you are needing to work from home during the lockdown, which is placing an 

additional responsibility on you as parents, and I thank you for doing all in your power to assist your child as 

much as possible. If circumstances were different and a much greater percentage of our learners could easily 

access online learning, we would be using this means of teaching at this time of lockdown. 

 

On Friday, 10 April, the Minister of Basic Education, Angie Motshekga, released a statement in which she 

made it clear that online teaching is currently a huge challenge in that only 30% of the learners have access 

to online facilities. She has also indicated that the 2020 academic year will not be wasted and that various 

options were being explored, especially in view of the fact that the lockdown was lengthened by our 

President last week. I am attaching the specific sound clip to this email for your attention. I am also attaching 

a newspaper article which appeared in the City Press on 12 April 2020. 

 

As a school I wish to provide you with the assurance that we are doing our best to ensure that your child 

does not regress. The teachers are spending many hours preparing the work for the learners. However, this 

does also require that you as parents partner with us in order to ensure that the 2020 academic year is a 
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success. I am disappointed to hear that there are some learners who have not returned any of the work 

which the teachers requested to be returned for assessing. Ironically many of these learners have access to 

the internet. Let us work together to ensure that the learners are successful this year, despite the hurdles 

which we are facing at present.  

 

For clarity purposes, herewith a summary of the teaching method which our school is currently utilizing: 

 Grade R: work has been provided by the Grade R teacher 

 Grade 1: In a bid to curb costs of data, we have decided that on Mondays the teacher will provide 

video clips as she has done to date. From Tuesday to Thursday worksheets will be prepared and a 

photo of this will be taken and distributed to the parents with accompanying instructions. On Fridays 

the grade 1’s will consolidate the week’s work and where necessary, reinforcing will take place. 

 Grade 2 – 7: work will continue to be disseminated either by Whatsapp groups or email, depending 

on the preference of the particular teacher. 

 

I would like to emphasize again that I am in daily contact with the Education Department and I am kept 

informed on any information which is of relevance to the situation which we currently find ourselves in. Once 

I have received further information from the Department of Education, I will relay this information to you as 

parents.  

 

In conclusion, I would like to request that you refrain from engaging with the teachers regarding exploring 

online teaching. This would be an excellent means of home-based teaching if all of our learners had the 

technology needed. Let us be sensitive to those parents who are doing their best to provide food for their 

families in this uncertain and stressful time, let alone internet connectivity. 

 

I trust that you will receive this correspondence in the empathetic spirit in which it was written. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

WM SPARROW 

Principal 

 

 

 


